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Welcome to the First National BSL
Summit!

Janis McDonald
Chief Officer

Derek Todd
BSL Consultant

deafscotland are delighted and take
great pride in welcome all the delegates
to the First National BSL Summit today.
We have a great line-up of speakers
and are showcasing a number of
workshops with best wishes.

Co-Chairs
Donald M Richards

Donald works as part-time BSL Lecturer and has
been in West Lothian College, Livingston since
2016. He is Deaf and educated orally but frequently
uses British Sign Language (BSL) at home and
work. Donald is a highly experienced BSL tutor in
the educational sector where he has been working
and teaching BSL classes throughout Scotland for
over 35 years.
He previously worked in the hearing world as a
cartographic draughtsman with the Greater London
Council, Lambeth, London for five years, then spent
nearly 28 years with TOTAL, the French
multinational oil company in London and Aberdeen
and BEAR Scotland for a short period before
moving to Edinburgh.
Donald joined the then Scottish Council on
Deafness (SCoD) and has been Convenor of
deafscotland since 2014.

Joseph was born Deaf and is a native of Glasgow. He is
one of the most widely-recognisable faces within the
Deaf community for the work he has done, as a BSL
presenter, on flagship television programmes like
Coronation Street and Emmerdale. Joseph is currently
the Head of ITV SignPost, Scotland.
Joseph has worked for ITV for the past 19 years; he’s a
highly experienced performer /presenter and has
mentored Deaf people looking to pursue a career in
Media both in front of and behind the camera. Joseph is
passionate about promoting BSL in the wider community
so that the richness of BSL as a visual language can be
enjoyed by all.
In his role at SignPost Joseph recently presented a
programme on Mental Health and Deaf people for Deaf
Hub in Dundee: he’s worked on BSLBT’s ‘Life Stories’
and ‘Mission Employable’ - a series CITV. ITV SignPost
are the chosen supplier of BSL for the Scottish
Parliament and Joseph is a driving force behind the
department’s work in Scotland.
Joseph is a member of the deafscotland board and works
tirelessly for the good of the Deaf community, he is a
passionate about Deaf sport. Joseph is married and lives
with his wife and two children in East Lothian.

Joseph Sheridan

Time
09:15am
10:00am

10:30am

10:55am

11:15am

12:15pm

01:15pm

02:15pm

02:30pm

03:30pm

04:00pm

Summit Timings

What is happening
Registration and Refreshments

Welcome and First Keynote Speaker

Second Keynote Speaker

Question and Answer

Workshops – Session One

Lunch Break and Networking

Workshops – Session Two

Afternoon Refreshment Break

Workshop – Session Three

Summary of the summit

Close of summit

First National BSL Summit Lunch Buffet Menu
Monday 23 September 2019
Baby Caesar Salads
o0o
Handmade Tortilla Chips with Dips & Olives
o0o
Selection of Sandwiches and Deli Wraps
o0o
Smoked Paprika & Sea Salt Wedges
o0o
Chicken with Sumac, Chilli and Lime
o0o
Selection of Cakes & Pastries

Alternative options, such as vegetarian, vegan and gluten free,
will be on offer for guests with special dietary requirements.
If you have any concerns, please get in touch.

Luncheon kindly sponsored by

Hello, we're the Scottish Community Development Centre.
We work to help communities take action on what's important to them.
We deliver work across Scotland to help build the capacity of the community
sector, support public agencies to work effectively with communities and to
widen participation in local democracy.
Our commitment to communities is at the heart of who we are.
We believe communities matter.
www.scdc.org.uk
@SCDC_Org
0141 248 1924
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ITV SignPost is an award-winning production
house with
Diversity in its DNA. Part of the country’s
We Are Stirling
Advert
biggest commercial broadcaster, it is a centre of excellence for British Sign Language and strives
to make creative content driven by diversity. Every programme SignPost makes is produced with
a crew that is at least 60% Deaf or people with disabilities.

WE ARE : STIRLING

SignPost services major broadcast clients with visual signing and works on flagship programmes
such as Emmerdale and Coronation Street. It produces documentaries and content for the British
Sign Language Broadcasting Trust and has recently finished the second series of the BAFTAnominated children’s programme, Mission Employable, which featured two young Deaf
presenters.

:
:
SignPost also
offers
state-of-the-art
are :second toWE
none,ARE
and available
to
WE
ARE
WEproduction
ARE : facilities
WEthat
ARE
hire at veryD
competitive
Sheridan headsWEBSITES
up ITV SignPost’s Scottish
operation.
E S I G N rates. Joseph
PRINTING
EXHIBITS
Joseph is a native of Glasgow and one of the most widely-recognisable faces within the Deaf
community for the work he has done on flagship television content.
As the chosen supplier of BSL for the Scottish Parliament, Joseph is a driving force in the
department’s work in Scotland. A board member of deafscotland, Joseph works tirelessly for the
good of the Deaf community and is passionate about his role.

People will forget what you said,
For more information. Contact Joseph Sheridan, Head of ITV SignPost Scotland
– joseph.sheridan@itv.com
people will forget what you did,
but people will never forget
how you made them feel.

Unit 30 & 36, Stirling Enterprise Park, Stirling FK7 7RP
01786 466799 | hello@wearestirling.co.uk | wearestirling.co.uk
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ITV SignPost is an award-winning production house with Diversity in its DNA. Part of the country’s
biggest commercial broadcaster, it is a centre of excellence for British Sign Language and strives
to make creative content driven by diversity. Every programme SignPost makes is produced with
a crew that is at least 60% Deaf or people with disabilities.
SignPost services major broadcast clients with visual signing and works on flagship programmes
such as Emmerdale and Coronation Street. It produces documentaries and content for the British
Sign Language Broadcasting Trust and has recently finished the second series of the BAFTAnominated children’s programme, Mission Employable, which featured two young Deaf
presenters.
SignPost also offers state-of-the-art production facilities that are second to none, and available to
hire at very competitive rates. Joseph Sheridan heads up ITV SignPost’s Scottish operation.
Joseph is a native of Glasgow and one of the most widely-recognisable faces within the Deaf
community for the work he has done on flagship television content.
As the chosen supplier of BSL for the Scottish Parliament, Joseph is a driving force in the
department’s work in Scotland. A board member of deafscotland, Joseph works tirelessly for the
good of the Deaf community and is passionate about his role.
For more information. Contact Joseph Sheridan, Head of ITV SignPost Scotland
– joseph.sheridan@itv.com

The Centre for Translation & Interpreting Studies in Scotland (CTISS) is internationally
renowned for the calibre of its award-winning research, which has been developed over more
than 40 years. Situated in the Department of Languages & Intercultural Studies in the School
of Social Sciences at Heriot-Watt University, the focus of the CTISS is on translation and
interpreting, and related language and communication practices, as the subjects of basic and
applied study in the social sciences and humanities. Bringing together research expertise
across the aligned disciplines of translation studies, interpreting studies, sociolinguistics and
applied linguistics, our researchers engage in interdisciplinary work to examine translation,
interpreting and languaging as situated social practices in Scottish and global contexts. The
work of the CTISS has economic and social impact in informing the thinking of government,
industry, public bodies, representative language community organisations, professional
associations, and language service providers in Scotland, the UK and globally.
https://ctiss.hw.ac.uk/
Several members of CTISS are leaders in research related to sign
language usage, interpreting, teaching and policy. Our research has
directly advanced national policy through the BSL (Scotland) Act and
our research-informed teaching provides students with the expertise to
work as sign language interpreters through our undergraduate
programme in BSL/English Interpreting
(https://www.hw.ac.uk/study/uk/undergraduate/british-sign-languageinterpreting-translating-and-applied-language.htm), and our European
Masters in Sign Language Interpreting (https://www.eumasli.eu/)
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